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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  
The chapter two is intended for supporting the research theory by reviewing 
some relevant theories, previous studies, and the references on the semantics, 
pragmatic, TOEFL simulation test, and Listening test. 
2.1 Semantics 
 Yule (2010) in his book The Study of Language explains the semantic 
meaning which is the recognition of words meaning. In more broad meaning, 
semantic covers a study of words, phrases, and sentence. 
2.1.1 Theory of Semantics 
Semantics as a branch of linguistics deals with a study of meaning which is 
considered taking care of expression of linguistics objects namely; words, phrases, 
and sentences.  Katz (1972: 1) states that the meaning of semantics is a study of 
meaning in which sentence and other linguistics object express are its concern, not 
with the arrangement with their syntactic parts or with their pronunciation.” Yule 
(2010) also argues “Semantics is the study of the meaning of words, phrases, and 
sentences. In the semantic analysis, there is always an attempt to focus on what the 
words conventionally mean, rather than on what an individual speaker (like George 
Carlin) might want them to mean on a particular occasion”. Semantic has been a 
long study. It is believed the semantic term was introduced at the end of the 19th 
century. Semantics originates by etymology from Greek word semantikos which 
means ‘significant’; semainein means ‘to show, signify’ or ‘indicated by sign’; from 
sema means ‘sign’. 
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2.1.2 Semantic Context  
To see a full content of semantics, there are criteria whether the language 
can be said as and semantic form. In Yule (2010) in his Study of Language, he 
categorized the type or branches of semantic in specific based on the situation to 
select which language into the term meaning, semantic features, semantic roles, 
lexical relation, and collocation. 
2.1.2.1 Meaning  
The meaning of semantic already portrayed as a study of meaning. 
However, Yule went further and made a broad distinction between conceptual 
meaning and associative meaning. Conceptual meaning is a meaning for describing 
or explaining by the literal basic diction use of a word. As an example, the English 
word ‘needle’ that can create a concept of “thin, sharp, steel object’. However, 
different with associative meaning, the word ‘needle’ might interpret it with “pain,” 
or “illness,” or “blood,” or “drugs,” or “thread,” or “knitting,” or “hard to find” 
(idiom for finding needle in the haystack). These associations can differ from a 
person to another.  
2.1.2.2 Semantic Feature 
Semantic features tend to explain the oddness of semantic. As the following 
example; The hamburger ate the boy. The table listens to the radio. The horse is 
reading the newspaper. By the syntactic structure, those sentences are correct but 
it is semantically weird. We can see into the problem hamburger is not capable of 
‘eating’ property like the boy although both of them are the noun. We can make this 
applicable by trying to identify the feature that any noun supposed to have in order 
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used the ‘ate’ verb. That feature may be known as “animate being”. In here as the 
example, the animate being is the boy who eats inanimate being which the 
hamburger is. 
2.1.2.3 Semantic Roles 
Yule (2010) argues, “Instead of thinking of words as “containers” of 
meaning, people can look at the “roles” they fulfill within the situation described 
by a sentence. If the situation is a simple event, as in the boy kicked the ball, then 
the verb describes an action (kick). The noun phrases in the sentence describe the 
roles of entities, such as people and things, involved in the action. We can identify 
a small number of semantic roles (also called “thematic roles”) for these noun 
phrases”. Semantic roles have specific information namely: agent and theme, 
Instrument and experiencer, and location, source, and goal.  
Agent and theme can be explained with the example a boy kicked the ball, 
in here the agent is the boy who has an act and the ball as the theme because it is 
affected by the action. It is not necessary to be always a living thing to be the agent, 
because inanimate object like wind can also become an agent with the example the 
wind throws the leaf. Instrument and experiencer in the other hand have a different 
meaning. Something that have been used by the agent to do an act is an Instrument, 
example; the boy cut the paper with the knife and draw with a crayon, those knife 
and crayon are the instruments. Meanwhile, the experiencer is a noun phrase is used 
to designate an entity as the person who has a feeling, perception or state. In Yule’s 
explanation of the example; “If we see, know or enjoy something, we’re not really 
performing an action (hence we are not agents). We are in the role of the 
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experiencer. In the sentence the boy feels sad, the experiencer (The boy) is the only 
semantic role. In the question, did you hear that noise? The experiencer is you and 
the theme is that noise”. 
2.1.2.4 Lexical Relation 
Yule (2010) explains in organize about Lexical relations which are used as 
the approach used in the semantic description of the language. Those are synonymy, 
antonymy, and hyponymy. Synonyms are two or more words with very closely 
meanings, the example is: almost/nearly, big/large, broad/wide, buy/purchase, and.  
Antonyms are two forms with opposite meanings, the examples are: alive/dead, 
big/small, fast/slow. Hyponyms happen when the meaning of one form is included 
in the meaning of another, the example is animal/dog, dog/poodle, vegetable/carrot, 
flower/rose. 
The idea of ‘characteristic instance’ is called as the prototype, penguin and 
dove are birds but in the term to have close resemble pigeon, dove, and pigeon are 
the same as the ‘shape’ are alike like the feather or ability to fly. Homophones are 
two or more different written forms have the same pronunciation, example 
meat/meet, flour/ flower, pail/pale. Meanwhile, homonyms are one form has two or 
more unrelated meanings, the example is the bank (of a river) – bank (financial 
institution) and bat (flying creature) – bat (used in sports). Polysemy is one form, 
either spoken or written form, having multiple meanings that are all related by 
extension, example: Examples are the word head, use to refer to the object on top 
of your body, froth on top of a glass of beer, person at the top of a company or 
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department, and many other things. Using one of the words to refer to the other is 
called metonymy, example: king/crown, the President/the White House. 
2.2 Pragmatics 
Pragmatics reviews the hidden meaning of a context (Yule, 2010). Leech 
(1983) also explains that pragmatic is the study of meaning in the situation that 
occurs in chronological pattern and rule to discover a particular language preference 
in situational meaning.  
2.2.1 The Theory of Pragmatic 
Pragmatic is a study of ‘not shown’ meaning of a language. Yule (2010) 
argues pragmatic is a study of the interlocutor meaning of what they intend to speak. 
Another explanation from Tan (1994) Mentioned pragmatic involves rules and 
principle using a language in social context. In many ways, pragmatic do a study 
about ‘hidden’ meaning, or how we identify what is the meaning even when it is 
not written or spoken. It also argued by Van Dijk (1977), how to comprehend 
pragmatic is unique from another linguistics comprehension because it needs 
contextual information, interlocutor role play statues, the physical setting of the 
conversation, and types of context that probably has the occurrence of the 
communicative act. Thus, many interlocutors seem to feel hardship in responding 
to pragmatic, people tend to investigate, assume, and expecting and expectations 
with some insights into how more is always being communicated than is said.   
A pragmatic advertisement about Sale; Baby and Toddler in Yule’s book 
Study of Language (see more in p. 129) portrayed a poster where a big poster of 
babies and toddler in front of a ‘sale’ word could make reader assuming. At first 
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glance, the reader could have thought it was a sale of babies and seemingly like a 
human trade. However, it is actually a sale for babies’ and toddlers’ garment, the 
word clothes do not appear in the poster, but we can bring that idea to our 
interpretation of the message and intended to understand. We are actively involved 
in creating an interpretation of what we read and hear. 
2.2.2 Pragmatic Context  
As same as the content of semantics, Pragmatic also described In Yule 
(2010) in his book Study of Language, he categorized the content of pragmatic in 
specific based on the situation to select which language into the term context, 
reference, speech act, and politeness. 
2.2.2.1 Context 
There are different kinds of context; linguistic context is the set of other 
words used in the same phrase or sentence and physical context is to make us know 
how to interpret the words. Linguistics context constitutes the meaning of a word 
according to its use, in the example of ‘head’, these two sentences will have 
different meaning; he was ahead of me in grades and I have to go to head office. 
The physical context in example if we see a word Restaurant in a building, as 
obviously, we can assume its place for having meals.  In context, there is also Deixis 
Deixis means pointing via language. Person deixis uses to point the things and 
people; spatial deixis uses to point a location; temporal deixis uses to point a time. 
2.2.2.2 Reference 
Reference is an act by which a speaker uses a language to enable a listener 
to identify something. The key process of naming something associated with things 
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to refer people is called inference. As an example, we can make a reference name 
like Jennifer to my friend but reference is too abroad and we can assume the name 
Jennifer in the world is only that friend of us. In here there is anaphora and 
presumption. Anaphora explains the “referring back” as an example a wild kitten 
run into my kitchen, then that cat spoiled my soup. The kitten changed into cat but 
did not become a different object. Then, presumption is the speakers assume is true 
or known by a listener. To be clear, an example of presumption is “Ben, how are 
your children?” There are two assumptions from the passage at first Ben is a father 
and already had family second Ben has more than one child. Of course, it was not 
mentioned in the question but because of the small information we try to assume as 
much information as we can.  
2.2.2.3 Speech Act 
Speech act uses to describe an action such as “requesting”, “commending”, 
“questioning”, or “informing”. Direct speech act happens when an interrogative 
structure is used with the function of question, in example ‘can you close the door?’ 
Indirect speech act happens when we are using syntactic structure associated with 
the function of a question, but in this case without the function of request, in 
example ‘You forget to shut the door’ in a case when somebody just enter the room 
and let the door open, as such you indirectly order them to close the door.  
2.2.2.4 Politeness 
Politeness can be defined as showing awareness and consideration of 
another person’s ‘face’. If you say something that represents a threat to another 
person’s self-image that is called face threatening act (give that book!), meanwhile 
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whenever you say something that lessens the possible threat to another’s face it is 
called face-saving act (could you give me that book?).  Negative face is the need to 
be independent and free from imposition, meanwhile positive face is the need to be 
connected. In Yule (2010) “So, a face-saving act that emphasizes a person’s 
negative face will show concern about imposition (I’m sorry to bother you…; I 
know you’re busy, but…). A face-saving act that emphasizes a person’s positive 
face will show solidarity and draw attention to a common goal (Let’s do this 
together…; you and I have the same problem, so…). 
2.3 Language Test 
2.3.1 Definition of Language Test 
Testing is a universal feature of social life” McNamara (2010). In general, 
the test has many purposes and design, the purposes, and its design will affect the 
name of test i.e. drug test, DNA test, paternity test, lie detection tests. The example 
which is DNA test has a purpose to identify the DNA pattern and the structure. 
Therefore, basically with the term of language test, the test is purposely designed 
to elicit the language ability from language learner. The purpose of the test itself to 
measure latent ability, in Example of English the ability that can be measured is one 
of four skills like Reading skills.  
2.3.2 Types of Language Test 
McNamara (2010) in his books, Language Testing, differs types of language 
test into two based on their method and test purpose. In term of the method, there 
two tests which are paper-and-pencil language tests and performance test. The 
paper-and-pencil tests designed to meet the purpose of assessing separate 
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component of language knowledge (grammar and vocabulary) or receptive 
understanding (listening and reading comprehension). Commonly the design of this 
test is in fixed response format in which test taker should choose the best alternative 
answer that already given, or we can say its example as the multiple-choice format. 
This type of test cannot much be used in speaking or writing in which test-taker 
ability to produce the language must be measured, then the performance test should 
be applied. In performance test, speaking and writing product are assessed in an act 
of communication and judged by one or more experts and trained raters using rating 
procedure. 
Second, the type of test based on the test purpose. The tests that are included 
in here are achievement test and proficiency test. The achievement test is a familiar 
test that commonly applied in instructional activities such in the classroom. The 
example is an end of course tests, portfolio assessment, or observational procedures 
to record classroom improvement. Achievement test solely aims to see whether the 
instructional activities already met its goal by which assessing the learner, also the 
scores can be reflected the educator if they succeed in teaching. In contrary, 
proficiency does not need to measure the outcome of the learner or previous 
teaching process of teaching. Proficiency test looks into the future situation of the 
language and correlates with real-life language use, thus in designing proficiency 
test it should be referred to the criterion.  For so many years language test has been 
modified into a criteria test for different layers of test taker (McNamara, 2010). As 
an example in communicative skill for medical and health professional in which the 
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requirement candidates should be fluent in a certain language in order to able to 
communicate with the foreign language in an overseas country.  
2.3.3 Example of Proficiency Test 
The very famous of proficiency test are Test of English as Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) and International English Language Testing System (IELTS). The two 
tests are qualified and set into standardized test. IELTS was introduced in 1989 to 
assist universities in measuring the English proficiency of prospective freshmen. In 
some countries, IELTS is also used as a general test material for immigration 
management and seeking employment, and immigration. According to British 
Council statistic survey on 2012 currently over 10,000 worldwide organizations in 
140 accepted IELTS as proficiency test, those are formal organization such as 
education institutes, corporation, immigration office, professional bodies. Another 
data was also published by IELT official sites that calculated in 2014 almost 2.2 
million test takers were going through IELT test, an outstanding increase from the 
43.000 IELTS tests taken twenty years ago in 1995. There are two types of IELTS, 
Academic test and General Training test. Academic IELTS test is a test for those 
who want to study English at the University (Bachelor and Master degree). This 
IELTS is specifically designed to measure the understanding and usefulness of the 
academic language. General Training IELTS test is a test to measure a person's 
general English comprehension skills. This test is suitable for college admission, 
job search and immigration affairs. 
On the other hand, TOEFL or was officially published in 1964 and then it 
has become one trustworthy English proficiency test. At the first time, the TOEFL 
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test type was known as PBT (Paper Based Test). However, due to the progression 
of time and technology the type changed into TOEFL CBT (Computer Based Test) 
and then latest type TOEFL IBT (Internet Based Test).  On their website states 
TOEFL test measures the non-native English speaker in how they use or understand 
the language, as they spoke, heard, written, and read. The TOEFL test is the most 
widely respected English-language test in the world, recognized by more than 
10,000 colleges, universities and agencies in more than 130 countries, including 
Australia, Canada, the U.K., and the United States.  
There is also another example proficiency test like TOEIC (The Test of 
English for International Communication) or domesticated test like TAEP (Test of 
Academic English Proficiency). 
2.3.4 Listening Test 
As same as one of the other receptive skill, reading comprehension, the 
listening test is included in the paper-and-pencil language test and treated with 
evaluation with the traditional scoring system (McNamara. 2010). The common test 
design for the paper-and-pencil test is in fixed response format in which there is an 
answer that test taker should choose the correct one. Due to its higher practicality, 
test with this type currently is the best-standardized test. Test maker should not feel 
the worry to asses too many participant answer sheet dues to help from the cutting-
edge machine that does the scoring automatically.    
2.3.5 Authentic Listening Test and Material  
 Authentic material is a tool that is not made for learning but it can be useful 
because due to its easy access or practicality (McDonald, 2008). In the Listening 
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test, several authentic material can be obtain with the growing availability of 
podcasts and audio-visual material on the internet. This rich source of authentic 
recordings will feature the voices of native speakers from any country or region 
where English is spoken, as well as those of reasonably intelligible non-native 
speakers of English. However, such recordings will undoubtedly present the non-
expert listener with many challenges. Authentic material can also in the form of 
material context, in TOEFL or any test, mostly the passage used the dialogue or 
conversation. The concept is same with the tools, a related topic is given for the 
audience and then they are trying to response the answer. The existence of authentic 
material in a test is because of the authenticity of a test. It is a ‘good’ test if it contain 
the material that the test taker can relate, for example a test taker in general will be 
more understanding a passage that talked about food ans service rather than 
astronomical science. This criteria is here in order to make the test successfully 
constructed for all the test taker.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
